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TE WHARE WĀNANGA O TE KURAHUNA 
MAHI A ATUA 
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Operationalising	
  Mahi	
  A	
  Atua	
  –	
  Te	
  Hiringa	
  Matua,	
  Camberley	
  School,	
  &	
  

Ngātahi	
  Takitahi.	
  
	
  

Diana	
  Kopua,	
  Mark	
  Kopua,	
  &	
  Michelle	
  Levy	
  
!

Be	
  brave,	
  be	
  bold,	
  be	
  curious,	
  and	
  embrace	
  the	
  potential	
  of	
  Mahi	
  a	
  Atua	
  and	
  Te	
  Kurahuna!	
  
!
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... Te Hiringa Matua prioritised the reinstatement of mātauranga 
Māori, whānau-centred practice, and the elimination of institutional 

racism. 
!
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… although service entry was 
tightly controlled in the original 
PPS service design, Te Hiringa 

Matua have been able to, 
through utilising Mahi a Atua 
wānanga, support all whānau, 
including those who did not fit 
the strict PPS access criteria. 

!
$B!=?5@9587;B!;F! '=!#7G7BC5!.5895!D6;PD!86=!
<5a;G78E! ;F! G=F=GG5@D!P=G=! D=@F! ;G! P6KB59!

G=F=GG5@DI! /F! 7<A;G85BH=! 7D! 8658! 5@86;9C6!
D=G?7H=! =B8GE! P5D! 87C68@E! H;B8G;@@=>! 7B! 86=!
;G7C7B5@! ,,2!D=G?7H=!>=D7CBM!'=!#7G7BC5! .5895!
65?=! Q==B! 5Q@=! 8;M! 86G;9C6!987@7D7BC!.567! 5!
$895!PKB5BC5M!D9AA;G8!5@@!P6KB59M!7BH@9>7BC!
86;D=! P6;! >7>! B;8! F78! 86=! D8G7H8! ,,2! 5HH=DD!
HG78=G75I! '67D! 7BH@9>=>! F7B>7BC! ;86=G! D=G?7H=D!
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Te Hiringa Matua goes beyond a 
narrow bio-medically focused 

clinical model which views 
whānau complexity solely from 

the perspective of whānau 
dysfunction. 

!
1=F@=H87BC! 86=!7BF@9=BH=! ;F! '=! &9G569B5!5B>!
.567!5!$895M!'=!#7G7BC5!.5895!C;=D!Q=E;B>!5!
B5GG;P! Q7;0<=>7H5@@E! F;H9D=>! H@7B7H5@! <;>=@!
P67H6! ?7=PD! P6KB59! H;<A@=[78E! D;@=@E! FG;<!
86=!A=GDA=H87?=!;F!P6KB59!>EDF9BH87;BI!'67D!7D!
5D! ;AA;D=>! 8;! D9H6! H;<A@=[787=D! Q=7BC! 5!
H;BD=U9=BH=!;F!;BC;7BC!DED8=<7H!7BD878987;B5@!
G5H7D<I! T6KB59! P6;!AG=D=B8! 8;! '=! #7G7BC5!
.5895!;F8=B!=[A=G7=BH=!7B8=GG=@58=>M!H;<A@=[!
7DD9=D!5B>!7B?;@?=<=B8!P786!<9@87A@=!5C=BH7=DI!
'6=! 8G57B7BC! AG;?7>=>! QE! '=! &9G569B5!
=B65BH=D!9B>=GD85B>7BC!8658!86=D=!7DD9=D!5B>!
86=! 5DD;H758=>! >=?=@;A<=B8! ;F!@;BC! 8=G<!
D9D857B5Q@=! A586P5ED! F;GP5G>! F;G! P6KB59!
<9D8! Q=! 9B>=GD8;;>!P7867B! 86=! QG;5>=G!
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7BD878987;B5@! G5H7D<I! +B8=CG5@! 8;! 867D! 7D! 5B!
=<A65D7D! ;B! 86=! 7<A;G85BH=! ;F! DED8=<7H!
H65BC=!5HG;DD!D=H8;GD!D9H6!5D!a9D87H=!5B>!H67@>!
P=@F5G=I!!
!
1=F@=H87BC! 86=! H=B8G5@78E! ;F! G=@587;BD67AD! 8;!
=U9785Q@=! ;98H;<=DM! 86=! =?5@9587;B! ;F! '=!
#7G7BC5! .5895! G=H;CB7D=>! 7B7875@! =BC5C=<=B8!
P786! P6KB59! P5D! ;F8=B! >7FF7H9@8M! P786! 86=!
>=?=@;A<=B8! ;F! 5! 8G9D87BC! G=@587;BD67A! 86=!
HG787H5@!F7GD8!D8=AI^!$>>G=DD7BC!86=!7BD878987;B5@!
G5H7D<!P67H6!7<A5H8D!;B!86=!>=?=@;A<=B8!;F!



	
  
HAUAKAAKA	
  

Nov	
  2021	
  -­‐	
  06	
  
	
  

!
!

Z!

D9H6! G=@587;BD67ADM! 5B>! D9QD=U9=B8@E! 86=!
5H67=?=<=B8!;F!=U9785Q@=!;98H;<=D!F;G!.K;G7M!
7D!5!L=E!F;H9D!F;G!'=!&9G569B5!5B>!.567!5!$895I!!
!

... the first time whānau felt 
heard and their needs 

understood. 
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5D!86=!=FF=H87?=B=DD!;F!&59A5A5!.K;G7!D=G?7H=D!
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86=!=[A5BD7;B!;F!86=!'=!#7G7BC5!.5895!.567!5!
$895!Q5D=>!D=G?7H=!<;>=@If !
!
1/23,$4,5*6(7%%4*
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… activating a conscious 
decision and commitment to 

begin a journey of 
Indigenising the kura space 

and actively removing 
systemic blockages in order 
to unapologetically be and 

thrive as Māori.11 
!
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5D! 7B>7?7>95@! AG5H8787;B=GDM! 5B>! 5D! 5! DH6;;@!
=<Q=>>=>! 7B! 5! 67C6! B==>DM! @5GC=@E! .K;G7!
H;<<9B78EM!5@;BCD7>=! 7>=B87FE7BC! 6;P!
7BD878987;B5@!G5H7D<!P5D!D87@@!AG=D=B8!P7867B!86=!
L9G5I! $@@!L9G5!D85FF! 588=B>=>! .567! 5! $895!
PKB5BC5M!7B!86=!AG;H=DD!5H87?587BC!5!H;BDH7;9D!
>=H7D7;B!5B>!H;<<78<=B8!8;!Q=C7B!5!a;9GB=E!;F!
+B>7C=B7D7BC! 86=! L9G5! DA5H=! 5B>! 5H87?=@E!
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9B5A;@;C=87H5@@E!Q=!5B>!86G7?=!5D!.K;G7I"Y!!
!

What was learnt in Mahi a Atua 
wānanga was innovated upon as 

pūrākau were shared with 
tamariki early in their life and 

educational journey. 
!
'67D! H;<<78<=B8! 7D! D==B! 7B! 86=! 45<Q=G@=E!
2H6;;@! 28G58=C7H! $7<D! Y_Y_0Y_YZ! P6=G=! 86=!
?7D7;B! ;F! &75! h! N8;! =<Q;>E! 5B>! >=?=@;A!
D89>=B8D! H;BH=A895@! 9B>=GD85B>7BCOR!&75! /G5!
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5B>!&75!1=G=!N8;!85L=!LB;P@=>C=!5B>!AG5H87H=!
5B>!7BB;?58=OM!7D!=[A@7H78@E!AG=<7D=>!9A;B!86=!
86G==! .567! 5! $895! AG7BH7A@=D! ;F	
   'iB=7! 8=! ,jM!
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5B>! 5H87;BD! F;G! 45<Q=G@=E! 2H6;;@! 7BH@9>=:!
@=5GB=GD!P7@@!Q=!7<<=GD=>!7B!H9@89G5@!B5GG587?=D!
=<QG5H7BC!5!P;G@>!?7=P!5B>!9B@;HL7BC!HG=587?=!
5B>!H9@89G5@!A;8=B875@R!H9GG7H9@9<!>=D7CB!5B>!
Q=65?7;9G!<5B5C=<=B8!A@5BD!5@7CB!P786!$895R!
8=5H6=G! 5B>! D89>=B8! 7BU97GEM! 5B>! @=5GB7BC!
=B?7G;B<=B8D!5G=!D=8!9A!5B>!Q5D=>! ;B!$895R!
AJGKL59! 5G=! ?7D7Q@=! 5B>! 859C68! 7B! 5@@! DA5H=DR!
5B>!D85FF!A5G85L=!7B!DH6;;@0P7>=!.567!5!$895!
AG;F=DD7;B5@!>=?=@;A<=B8I"` !!
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85<5G7L7! =5G@E! 7B! 86=7G! @7F=! 5B>! =>9H587;B5@!
a;9GB=EI! $8! 86=! D5<=! 87<=M! .567! 5! $895! P5D!
P;? =B!7B8;! 86=!5AAG;5H6!9D=>!QE!L57<567!7B!
1;BC;! .59G7M! 5! P6KB590D=G?7BC0P65B59!
<;>=@!Q5D=>!58!45<Q=G@=E!2H6;;@I!!
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“Parents, tamariki, 
grandparents, caregivers 
and siblings can be both 

leaders and learners; givers 
and receivers within their 
own whare. They can heal 
and be healed, with and for 

each other”.15 
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Mahi a Atua resulted in the 
creation of many new tools for 

their kete, including narratives 
which assisted tamariki to 
navigate their own lives.17 
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… there was a sense of 
liberation for staff who had 

undertaken Mahi a Atua 
training in being supported to 

work in ways which felt 
‘normal’ … .  
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Truly transformative 
Indigenous theories are those 
which are ‘owned’ and ‘make 

sense’ to those 
communities.23. 
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